directory
Gareth Robertson
creative director & editor
dd: 01543 223 753
e: gareth@designpit.co.uk
tw: @design_pit
Dan Hollyoake
design & image manipulation
dd: 01543 223 751
e: dan@designpit.co.uk
tw: @design_pit
Mary Hemingway
design, layout & page styling
dd: 01543 223 752
e: mary@designpit.co.uk
tw: @design_pit

Issue 3 - Pit Stop - Published by Design Pit Ltd
www.designpit.co.uk • info@designpit.co.uk • @design_pit • fb.com/thedesignpit

The Famous Faces of Parkinson’s
Sarah Richards
strategy and planning
dd: 01543 223 754
e: sarah@designpit.co.uk
tw: @design_pit

celebrating 5 years of creativity in 2017
01543 241 251 | designpit.co.uk
6 the beech tree, elmhurst business park, park lane,
elmhurst, lichfield, staffordshire, ws13 8ex
design pit ltd

The Famous Faces of Parkinson’s
Issue 3 - Pit Stop - Published by Design Pit Ltd
www.designpit.co.uk • info@designpit.co.uk • @design_pit • fb.com/thedesignpit
@design_pit

intro:

01543 241 251

An

Illustrative

The third edition of our Pit Stop magazine is focused
on Parkinson’s disease, the condition that our charity
is fighting against. Parkinson’s is something that
affects more people than you realise and also affects
people in very different ways. We’ve dedicated our cover
story to this topic, and hopefully will educate, inform
and provide insight to the motivations behind our
#5kfor5years charity push.

MASTERPIECE

More information on our charity work and grand Gala Dinner
can be found in this edition, along with regular features and
a portfolio focus. We’ve changed the format of Pit Stop once
again to demonstrate a new concept for how a company
magazine can be executed – we’d love to hear your thoughts
on this, so please drop one of the team an email or call the
studio to feedback.
Enjoy the magazine...

External Contributors
Mark Zaccaria
photography
Cover story: Famous Faces of
Parkinson’s, copy credit:
www.healthline.com
www.parkinsons.org.uk

INTRODUCTON BY: Gareth Robertson
e: gareth@designpit.co.uk

#£5kfor5Years

JUST TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT YOU GET:

designpit.co.uk/design365

22/9/17

Gala Dinner
2017 marks our 5th year in business and, to celebrate this milestone, we have
embarked on a journey to raise £5000 for Parkinson’s UK over the course of the
year. Originally, we had planned five events including an open day, a birthday
party, a football tournament and a summer BBQ. The flagship event in the charity
calendar, however, is our Gala Dinner, which will be hosted at Aston Wood Golf
Club on Friday 22nd September. This event will draw our fundraising to a close for
the year and we’ll be able to reveal whether we manage to hit our target.

Slushy Joe’s new brand and identity has been completed and launched. After going
back to the drawing board and redesigning their logo, cartoon character and
typographic elements, the new identity is all signed off.

To book tickets, please visit:
designpit-5kgala.eventbrite.co.uk

Tickets are available from Eventbrite (designpit-5kgala.eventbrite.co.uk) and are priced
at £45 individually or £400 for a table of ten. A small booking fee applies and this is added
on by Eventbrite at checkout. The evening will kick off at 7pm and dinner will be served at
7.30pm. Our MC for the evening will be John Stylianou from Actual People Development;
John will host us for Heads & Tails before our main courses are served. After dessert John
will draw the raffle before handing over to Gareth Robertson from Design Pit, who will run
the charity auction. After the formalities draw to a close, we’ll be entertained by rock band
Straw House, who will have made the trip from Stoke on Trent to play a mix of well-known
cover songs. The evening promises to be a great night of fundraising and fun, so we hope
that our clients, suppliers, networking contacts, friends and family will consider joining us
on Friday 22nd of September at Aston Wood Golf Club.

The logo was a major cause for concern with copyright issues centring around a polar
bear illustration that left the directors of the business worried about a potential backlash
over who owned the visual rights to the polar bear image. The only solution was to start
again, and that is where we came in. We advised Slushy Joe’s to move away from the
polar bear character as this is a widely used animal within the frozen drinks industry. We
suggested looking at alternative animals such as penguins, orcas and seals; eventually, we
settled on an arctic fox to be the new “Slushy Joe”. Here are some photographs that chart
the progress of turning our ideas into sketches and then into high-resolution digtal artwork.
Not only did we redraw the new character, we then went onto apply the illustration to new
label designs for the various flavours on offer. The whole project was a joy to work on and
the end result is just fantastic!

DESIGN BY: Dan Hollyoake
e: dan@designpit.co.uk

We also have table sponsorship opportunities available for any businesses wishing
to promote themselves at the event for a small fee. Tickets and Table Sponsorship
Packages can be purchased from designpit-5kgala.eventbrite.co.uk, or for more
information please email Sarah (sarah@designpit.co.uk).

www.designpit.co.uk

fb.com/thedesignpit

@design_pit

01543 241 251

Muhammed Ali
Perhaps the most famous celebrity to suffer from Parkinson’s is Muhammed Ali. The
decorated boxing champion began showing signs of Parkinson’s disease shortly after
retiring from boxing in 1981 and he was diagnosed with the disease in 1984 at the age
of 42. Though his doctors are not entirely sure, his Parkinson’s disease may be the result
of repeated blows to the head during boxing matches.

“Joe Frazier got hit more than me.
And he doesn’t have Parkinson’s...”

Michael J Fox
Most famous for his role as Marty McFly in the Back to the Future movies, he was
diagnosed with young-onset Parkinson’s disease in 1991 at the age of 30. He went
public with his diagnosis in 1998 and committed himself to working for Parkinson’s
research. He eventually established the Michael J. Fox Foundation, which raises money
for research.

Muhammed Ali

Billy Connolly
Billy Connolly is a Scottish comedian and actor. In 2013, he announced that he was
receiving treatment for the initial symptoms of Parkinson’s disease. He was undergoing
treatment for prostate cancer at the same time. Connolly has acted in films such
as Indecent Proposal, The Boondock Saints, Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate
Events and the animated film Brave. He was 70 years old at the time of his diagnosis.
His spokesman indicated that the actor would continue to work, uninhibited by his
diagnosis.
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Johnny Cash
In 1997, the country singer/songwriter announced he was battling Parkinson’s disease.
Despite his illness, he enjoyed a late-career resurgence before his death in 2003.

Bob Hoskins
Golden Globe Award-winner Bob Hoskins was forced to retire from acting after his
Parkinson’s diagnosis in 2012. Hoskins appeared in numerous movies throughout his
40-year acting career, including The Long Good Friday, Mona Lisa, Who Framed Roger
Rabbit, Hook, and Mermaids. His agent indicated in a statement that Hoskins had
continued working almost a year after his diagnosis.

Linda Ronstadt
Eleven-time Grammy Award-winning singer Linda Ronstadt revealed to AARP in 2013
that Parkinson’s disease had silenced her. Though she was still able to speak, the
disease has left the then 67-year-old singer of “You’re No Good” and “Don’t Know
Much” without a singing voice. Ronstadt said she initially believed her symptoms were
due to an insect bite and shoulder surgery.

What is Parkinson’s?
Parkinson’s is a progressive neurological condition. This means that it causes problems
in the brain and gets worse over time. There’s currently no cure for Parkinson’s and we
don’t yet know why people get the condition. But there are lots of different treatments,
therapies and support available to help those with the condition to manage it.
The condition affects the brain and causes cells in a particular part of the brain to
stop working properly, and eventually they’re lost. These cells produce a chemical
called dopamine, which is used by the brain to help contol movement; everything from
walking and talking, to writing and even smiling. Eventually, the brain cannot produce
enough dopamine to control movement properly and this is when the symptoms of
Parkinson’s start to reveal themselves.
These problems can be subtle at first, but, as more cells are lost, problems with
movement get worse. Some people suffer from other symptoms such as memory
problems, stiffness, bladder problems, speech problems, slowness of movement,
shaking and tremors, falls, swallowing problems, fatigue, anxiety, eye problems,
dizziness and sleep problems.

Parkinson’s disease is one of the most common nervous system
disorders. A diagnosis is most common after age 50, and, while it affects
both genders, it’s more common in men. Parkinson’s disease is one of
progression – it may begin very quietly with a small hand tremor—but it
will eventually affect almost every part of the body. There is no cure for
Parkinson’s disease, although research is making advances every day. The
cause of Parkinson’s disease is still a mystery, which means doctors can’t
accurately predict who will develop it and who won’t. These prominent
actors, musicians, athletes, and other well-known figures have all faced a
Parkinson’s disease diagnosis.

We don’t fully understand what causes dopamine cells to be lost in some people or
why people get Parkinson’s, but medical researchers are working tirelessly to find ways
of protecting these precious cells and they are getting closer to a cure.
This year, Design Pit is raising money for Parkinson’s UK and we have set ourselves a
target of £5000. So far, we’ve had two successful events – a birthday party and a quiz
night – and we have a Gala Dinner penciled in for Friday September 22nd at Aston
Wood Golf Club. More information can be found on this in this edition of Pit Stop; please
consider joining us, and help support this amazing charity and the work they do.

Where to find us in
the next few months

Tweet-Twoo! @design_pit
Anybody notice how vocal Design Pit has been on Twitter recently? Well, if you don’t follow us on the popular social media
platform, now is the time to hit follow. Our Office Coordinator, Sarah, has been busy getting to a grip on our Twitter account,
which had been left a little unloved in recent times! With some training from Cheryl Turner from Tao Business Solutions, a little
bit of careful planning and scheduling of tweets, we’ve had a breakthrough few months in the Twitter-sphere!
A key thing to remember with business social media accounts is to avoid selling or hard selling in conversations online. We’ve tried
to keep our tone of voice relaxed but knowledgable, and we’ve made a focused effort to give some snippets of design knowledge
away with our tweets. Sarah is doing a grand job managing it all and we’re starting to get some more regular engagement to our
tweets already. Our handle is @design_pit, so if you are a Twitterist, why not give us a follow? Also, check out our AWESOME Social
Media Superhero illustration, recently created for Cheryl at Tao!

Let’s Do Business Expo

TWEETS BY: Sarah Richards
e: sarah@designpit.co.uk

Leading the way for Staffordshire Businesses

29 June 2017 • Uttoxeter Racecourse • 10am – 4pm

Let’s Do Business Expo

enquiries@tyrepal.co.uk

Search…

+44 (0)1543 870 190

Leading the way for Staffordshire Businesses

Head over to www.tyrepal.co.uk to see the latest web design we’ve created for our client
Tyrepal. The new website was launched this year, and has full ecommerce functionality;
a slick, clean design; and it has been attracting rave reviews!

29 June 2017 • Uttoxeter Racecourse • 10am – 4pm

29 June 2017

Let’s Do Business 2017
– putting Staffordshire
on the map as THE
place to come and
do business.
It’s the perfect place to learn,
share, connect and network,
one of the most effective
ways for us all to promote
and build business.

✔
✔
✔
✔

Great Speaker
Business Support Clinics
Speed Networking
Over 120 Exhibitors

Client Focus: Tyrepal

MENU

We’ve been working with the Tyrepal team for around six months now, assisting with projects in
all areas of marketing, such as website design, marketing collateral, image manipulation, advert
design, and large format and exhibition graphics. It has been great working with them and we look
forward to developing our service in line with their requirements. Our designer Mary has been the
primary designer on the Tyrepal project work and has enjoyed working with the team, saying “It is
refreshing to have a client that looks ahead and considers how they need a website to function in
the long term. We’ve designed and built the site to cater for more products and variants of products
at a later date. So, as Tyrepal grow, their product lines will grow and so will the website.”

FIND US ON

STAND

A29

SAVES FUEL

Highlights of Let’s Do Business Expo 2017

We love the new site, what do you think?

Keynote Speakers

WEB DESIGN BY: Mary Hemingway
e: mary@designpit.co.uk

Nick Holzherr, founder and CEO of Helium Ventures. Runner-up of The Apprentice 2012.

Meet the Buyer

Take advantage of one-to-one meetings, making partnerships and making new contacts.

Growth Hub business support clinics

Be introduced to free, expert business advice and support

Speed Networking

Make up to 40 new contacts in just one hour!
Let’s Do Business is Funded by
Let’s Do Business is Sponsored by

Book your FREE delegate place today – visit www.letsdobusinessexpo.co.uk

A Passion
for Rugby
ﬀ

bringing businesses together...
the BRITE way...
Lichfield’s fastest growing business club
offering a warm, friendly welcome to all
visitors. Meeting fortnightly on Tuesday
mornings from 7am at the Saxon Penny in
Lichfield. Why not come along and try us out
for free?
BNI Elite meets weekly at the Ramada Hotel on Penns
Lane in Walmley, Sutton Coldfield.
Meetings start at 6:30am, the only investment other than your time
is £10 to cover breakfast. Please email gareth@designpit.co.uk to
request a visit at one of the region’s best value BNI Chapters.

Our joining fees are incredibly competitive,
representing excellent value for money and
making return on investment easy to measure.
britestartnetworking@gmail.com
follow us on twitter: @BriteStartUK

ﬁ

Rugby Union has played a huge part in my life and has given me a
grounding – building confidence and giving me a release away from
the pressures of work. The principles in rugby of hard work, respect
and teamwork are some of those that I have founded Design Pit on.
Constantly striving to be better in my work, and pushing my business
forward to achieve more and more year on year.
I am currently building a network of people who like rugby, or are new to rugby
and want to learn more about it. Throughout the rugby season I will be running
regular coach trips from Lichfield to Leicester Tigers and invite members of this
network along to enjoy watching some world-class club rugby amongst likeminded
rugby enthusiasts. Typically, the coach trips cost £40 per head and include match
ticket and travel; this is great value for money, a fun day out and an opportunity to
network in an informal and relaxed setting.
Please visit the dedicated page on our website to sign up to the mailing list, join the
community and get involved:

www.designpit.co.uk/about/passion-for-rugby

Working with Leicester Tigers Group Days

ARTICLE BY: Gareth Robertson
e: gareth@designpit.co.uk

